. Memorial Stadium and Hulman 


man oi Sullivan and Drs. Mar- 


the Indiana Young Deinocrats 


. buses in use. 


Theaters were doing booming business 


ix 


When David and Daniel Bron- 
son announced in March 1905 
Bà that they would convert the Coli 
-^ (Jseum on the northeast corner of 
ig ©©Kieghth and Cherry streets into a 
ex W vaudeville house, few questioned 
Hs whether ‘Terre Haute could hau- 
ti od so many theaters. 
During the preceding winter, 
pi Coliseum had served as 
home venue for Terre Haute's 
Q roller polo team in the profes- 
sional Midwest League. 

In late February, Theodore W. 
Barhydt, manager of the Grand 
Opera House, revealed that he 
wanted to build a new vaudeville 
theater on Wabash Avenue, just 
east of the Terre Haute House, in 
partnership with Jack Hoeffler. 

Besides the Grand and the 
Coliseum. Terre Haute offered 
several other buildings 100 years 
ago adaptable to theatrical use. 

Bi The former Vigo County 
Courthouse at the northeast cor- 
ner of Third and Ohio streets, 
named the “New Empire The- 
ater” when it re-opened in 1904 
under the management of 
Thomas Finnegan, already was 
offering shows featuring eight 
acts daily; 

Bl Lakeview Park, under the 
management of Henry L. Breinig 
and the Terre Haute Amusement 
Co. on the south side of Wabash 
east of 28th Street, offered 
indoor and outdoor theatrical 
attractions as well as rides 20 


May; 

E Casino Theater, which was 
moved in 1899 from Harrison 
Park, north of Collett Park, to the 
Vigo County Fairgrounds at 
Brown and Wabash avenues; 
hosted, occasional extravaganzas; 

Bi Stater's Theater in Bindley 
Hall at 665 1/2 Wabash Ave. was 
a frequent site for amateur pro- 
ductions; 
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weeks a year, commencing each . 


M Bijou Theatorium, man- 
aged by Albert F. Brentlinger and 
Frank J. English on the north- 
west corner of Fourth and Cher- 
ry streets, may have been Terre 
Haute's first 
nickelodeon; 

MM The 
Armory at 1622 
] Wabash Ave., 

#1 razed only 10 
days ago, was 
home for the 
Indiana National 
Guard and used 
as a roller rink 
but it also had a 
stage; and 

Bi When the 
Grand was not 
available, Nor- 
mal Hall at Indi- 
ana State Normal School often 
was the first alternative site. 

Franz von Vecsey, the 12-year 
old Hungarian prodigy violinist 
appeared at Normal Hall on 
March 21, 1905, when the Grand 
was unavailable. 

The Coliseum hosted several 
motion pictures on a few nights 
after the polo season ended but 
the Bronson brothers began 
remodeling in April 1905. 

Contractor Thatcher Parker 
was hired to replace wooden 
support posts with iron columns. 
The new stage at the east end of 
the building was 30 feet wide 
and 26 feet deep. 

A large exhaust fan at the 
west end and numerous ceiling 
fans kept the building reasonably 
comfortable on hot summer 
nights. 

Opera chairs-were mounted 
on the main floor but the wood- 
en bleachers on the dies were 
retained. Ten performances a 
week were presented during the 
summer of 1905. 

The Coliseum Theater was the 
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July 1877 in Charleston, Coles 
County, Ill. Murray's parents were 
James and Martha Phillips; 
Phillips was also her maiden 
name. I last found Murrav on the 


victim of a fire in early Novem- 
ber 1909. 

Barhydt and Hoeffler opened 
the Lyric Theater at 720-722 
Wabash Ave., designed by Terre 
Haute architect W. Homer Floyd, 
on Oct. 30, 1905. According to 
experts, it "compared favorably 
with the most modern vaudeville 
houses in the country" 

Hoeffler, who operated Kohl & 
Castle, a major Chicago vaude- 
ville booking agency, and owned 
a traveling repertory company 
and theaters in Gladstone, Mich., 
and Neenah, Wis., described the 
new theater as a "miniature of 
the Grand Opera House in Chica- 
go.” Charles H. Payne of Terre 
Haute was the interior decorator. 

The Lyric was two stories 
high but its 600 seats were on 
one floor, elevated "so the entire 
audience had an unobstructed 
view of the performers” Mati- 
nees were offered daily except on 
Mondays. Each seven-act fare 
included one Kinodrome motion 
picture. 

The front of the theater was 
largely plate glass. Less and Less, 
a prominent Chicago tailoring 
firm managed by Maurice Less, 
occupied the storefront west of 
the main entrance while Shan- 
non Katzenbach opened a cigar 
store on the east side. 

Ironically, nearly 10 years 
later, Maurice Less built the 
American Theater on the south 
side of Wabash Avenue between 
Eighth and Ninth streets. It 
opened Dec. 24, 1914. Barhydt 
retained his managerial duties at 
the Grand while Hoeffler relocat- 
ed from Chicago to Terre Haute 
to serve as manager of the Lyric. 

The venture was so successful 
that, in 1907, the two men built 
the Varieties, a vaudeville house 
on the southwest corner of 
Eighth and Wabash, next door to 


Thomas R. Stafford, age 32, born 
in Illinois; wife Melinda, age 28, 

born Tennessee; children: Robert, 
age 8, born Illinois; james, age 6, 
born Ilinois: George. ave 2. horn 


in Terre Haute at turn of 20th century 


the Nickledom Theater at the 
current site of the Tribune build- 
ing. 

The name of the Lyric was 
changed to “The Orpheum” in 
1911 and a new Orpheum The- 
ater was built in 1919. 

During the 1904-05 off-sea- 
son, Breinig embellished Lake- 
view Park by adding flower beds, 
100 four-foot high cedar trees 
and several hundred electric 
lights to illuminate the entrance 
and walkways between the 
expanded scenic park railway 
and its artificial lake. 

Other new attractions at Lake- 
view Park in 1905 included a 
penny arcade, moving shooting 
galleries, a bowling alley and a 
boat launch with about 50 row- 
boats. Vaudeville was presented 
nightly with matinees three 
times a week. 

There was other commercial 
activity in and around Terre 
Haute 100 years ago. 

The new People’s Brewing Co. 
plant opened at First and Water 
streets, introducing Spalter beer, 
its top label. On the south side of 
Ohio Street, near Seventh Street, 
Central Union Telephone Co. 
began erecting a three-story 
$30,000 headquarters. 

Millionaire Crawford Fair- 
banks, president of the Terre 
Haute Brewing Co., went on a 
two-week shopping spree in 
August 1905, touring Illinois in 
his Peerless touring car with his 
financial adviser, Adolph Gagg. 

In Charleston, Hl., Fairbanks 
bought a hotel next to the Big 
Four Depot. In Peoria, he pur- 
chased 18 properties, including 
the popular Alps Amusement 
Park. The other lots either 
already had a saloon on it or a 
structure which could be convert- 
ed into saloons. 


Genealogy publishers move offices in Baltimore 


Harris (aka A.J. or Jackson) who 
lived in Brouilletts Creek Town- 
ship of Edgar County, Ill. from 
about 1858 until his death in 
1800 Andrew wae horn ahnt 
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just une mote taciur in tie weak 

showing, economists said. 
"Many potential home buy- 

ers have been on the sidelines, 
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By region, sales tumbled 64 interest rates steadily higher — — 
percent in ihe West in July from Over the last two-plus years to - LS 
the previous month. Sales fell fend off inflation. p 
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Airdome 
Theater opened at 
321-327 Ohio St. in 
Terre Haute on May 
27, 1907, it was hailed 
as the first open-air 
theater east of the 
Mississippi River. 


The distinctive 13,500-square-foot arena was the creation of Samuel M. Young, 
owner of a hotel at 202 Wabash Ave., known during the years he was the pro- 
prietor as the Wabash Avenue Hotel, The Melville, The Stag and The Indois. 
Young, whose father founded the Vigo County community of Youngstown, was 
associated with show business throughout his adult lifc. A playwright, he was 
married to Ida Smock, one of the four "Melville Sisters," Terre Haute vaude- 
ville stars. Young's sister-in-law Rose Melville was known worldwide as "Sis 
Hopkins," a character Young created in his play Zeb. 

Roofless theaters were becoming popular on the West coast in 1907 but had not 
yet been embraced in the East. Young's Airdome was unique, purportedly the 
first airdome theater in the U.S. offering a circus ring next to a 46-foot by 50-foot 
platform stage and bandstand. There were 1,600 comfortable seats with space to 
add 400 more if needed. Patrons at matinees were protected from the sun by large 
sun shades designed by the Hanley Tent & Awning Co. Box seats with opera 
chairs and special decorative awnings also were installed. Local sign painter John 
W. Ebel designed the exterior. 


Catering to ladies and children, Young announced his intention to offer seven 
vaudeville and circus acts every day, seven days a week, with the bill of fare 
changing each Monday. A matinee was presented daily for ten cents. The nightly 
admission charge was 25 cents. Terre Haute's popular Ringgold Band performed 
at every show. The grand opening program featured eight exceptional acts: 
Professor Sunlin and King Bill, the “only trained bull in the world"; Schepp's 
Pony, Dog and Monkey Circus; Mademoiselle Marie and Mizpah, her high 
school riding horse; Unita and Paul, comedy gymnasts; Nichols and Smith, 
comedy cyclists; Leonzo, “the juggling butcher"; Mr. and Mrs. John T. Powers 
in The Players, spotlighted by Mrs. Powers singing “Pm Tying the Leaves So 
They Won't Come Down," her 1907 hit; and a special appearance by Klein, Ott 
Bros. & Nicholson, a musical act heading for an engagement in San Francisco, 
Among the acts appearing during the second week were The Great (Rudolph) 
Santell, "America's Hercules," and 14-year-old animal trainer Millie Mabel. 
Young remodeled the theater in 1908, retaining the open-air concept but adding 
a roof supported by steel girders 15 feet above the outside walls, and changed 

the name to "Young's Garden Airdome." Competition materialized. Harrington's 
Airdome opened at the southeast corner of Fifth and Cherry streets, later succes- 
sively named Albert's Airdome and the Lois Airdome. 


In 1914 Young engaged Terre Haute architect W. Homer Floyd to revise the 
facade of the theater using vitrified brick and incorporating two storefronts. The 
following year, he abandoned the airdome to accommodate Steinhart-Greiger, 
an automobile dealership. Some exterior walls of the theater are retained in the 
current Modesitt Building at 321 Ohio. 
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weak dollar has brought more vis- 


pening on Christmas Eve 

1914, the American Theater 
at 817-819 Wabash Ave. in Terre 
Haute cost considerably more 
than $50,000 and seated more 
than 1,000 patrons. 


Ladies clothing merchant Maurice 
Less engaged local architect 
Rodney Leonard to design the 
new “palace of amusement” 

ES = zd immediately across the street 
from the Terminal mee Baden for the Terre Haute, Indianapolis & Eastern 
Traction Co. interurban. The lots were owned by Sigmund Offenheimer. The theater 
featured a 10-piece house orchestra directed by Earl F. Newberry of Detroit, who 
played the theater's $10,000 Chicago pipe organ. A violin solo by Arthur Frasik and 
a xylophone solo by Joseph Bredan complemented the inaugural musical program. 


The feature silent film on opening day was The Ragged Earl, starring Irish vocalist 
Andrew Mack. Mack was locally popular, having appeared in Terre Haute as a legiti- 
mate stage and vaudeville star on several occasions. In 1913 he appeared at the Girand 
Opera House and introduced *Back, Back, Back in Indiana," with which he became 
identified. The feature was supplemented by two vaudeville musical films produced 
and distributed by Rinfac Musical Pictures, Salvation Nell and Wonderful Dreum 
Girl. On Christmas Day the feature film attraction was The Nightingale, starring 
Ethel Barrymore in her motion picture debut. 


At the grand opening proprietor Less announced the identity of future attractions 
already engaged to appear at the American, including Terre Haute natives Edward 
Roseman and Frank Holland in Booth Tarkington's Springtime; Thomas Jefferson 
in Rip Van Winkle; Lionel Barrymore in The Seats of the Mighty; Holland and Clara 
Kimball Young in Lola; Roseman in When Broadway Was a Trail, based upon the 
Broadway musical starring Terre Haute’s Valeska Suratt; Mabel Taliaferro in The 
Three of Us; and Beatriz Michelena in Sulomy Jane. 


The American had its own generating system that powered all motors, machines and 
25,000 light globes located throughout the building. There were 1,765 lights on the 
front of the theater and 500 in the marquee. Sanitary drinking water was provided by 
a private artesian well. The theater's ventilating system was equipped with an innova- 
tive air washer, which cleaned and cooled air as it passed throuph a running stream 
of cold water. A maid was on duty at all times in the Ladies’ Retiring Room on the 
balcony, a room designed by Mrs. Less. It included modern furnishings, telephones 
and stationery. Storefronts, including a shoe shine parlor, flanked a wide entrance. 


Though Less sold his interest to Shannon Katzenbach and the American Theater Co. 
by 1920, a motion picture theater occupied the premises through the early 1950s. 
During most of that time, it was known as the American Theater; however, during its 
last years as a theater it was called The State. In the late 1950s, Anton Hulman Jr. 
converted the building into the Early Wheels Museum. The principal structure once 
known as the American Theater is now occupied by The Morris Plan. 
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Local al Cinecom 


JUL face 


Theaters 056 


Senn rn 

Three Terre Houle? ted 
and one drive-in have been 
"temporarily" closed down due 
to a New York federal court, 
ruling which declared Cinecom' 
Theatres, Inc. bankrupt. 
. Affected by the federal court 
ruling were Meadows Cmema.. 
Plaza North Cinema, the Grand 
Theatre and the Eastside Drive- 
In as well as theaters in Vin- 
cennes, Anderson. Manon.: 
New York and Pennsylvania. 

Local Cinerom managers 
Wayne Baylor and Michael Oed- 
ing said Monday the south 
disvict federal court in New 
York ruled Cinecom bankrupt 
July 26 ard the organization is 
now on the process of liquidating 

Payior noied those theaters 
affected iocally will be closed 
down until a New York referee 
makes a ruling, 
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Cinecom "lans 
2 More | en 
Theaters Here 


Cinecom Theatres will build 
me new indoor theaters of the 
¡latest- -lype design in Terre; 
‘Haute, it was announced Friday 
by Jerry Swedroe, executive! 
vice president of  Cinecom,, 
through Morris Kahn, area dis-! 
trict manager for the Terre, 
Haute operations. 

Cinecom operates the Grand 
Theatre in downtown Terre 
Haute and the Eastside Drive-In: 
Theatre, which will not be af-: 
fected by construction of the 
new theaters, 

The new theaters will seal 
1,000 and 800 patrons respec- 
tively. 

Both theaters will have the 
latest equipment, including 35 
mm and 70 mm film. 

The sites for the new theaters| 
in Terre Haute are being ar-| 
ranged for through Morris 
Landsbaum, local developer. The 
sites will be announced at a 
later date. 

The two new theaters are 
representative of an extensive 
building program that Cinecom 
has undertaken to expand its 
vast circuit of theaters throush- 
out the country. The company 
now has over 200 indoor and! 
outdoor theaters. 

Cinecom operates out af a 
home office in New York, with 
regional offices located through- | 
‚out the United States. 
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Hautes newest theatre 
group presented their maiden 
effort las tat the new CYO 


Repertory Theatre, lith and 
Wabash, A scored an 


outstanding success with a very 
difficult musical, "Man of La 
Mancha” which was a long run 
Broadway hit a couple of years 
ago. Under the most capable 
direction of Robert Trinkle, late 
star of Community Theatre's 
“Fiddler on the Roof" and well 
kno local air wave 
personality, the ambitious pro- 
duction was a wonder to behold 
in such a small theatre (it seats 
only 100) and on such a 
miniature stage... a stage, al- 
beit executed with great inge- 
nuity and beauty. The direction 
was inspired and showed 
ability, his devotion to minutia 
and his outstanding sensitivity 
to. interpretation. 

Fifteen actors and musicians| 
comprised the excellent. cast,| 
headed by Phillip Thompson, as |: 
Don Quixote, recently seen in a 
leading role in Community 
Theatre's ‘‘Fiddler on  the| 
Roof." His magnificent voice) 
sent chills down the spine in his 
rousing “I’m Don Quixote” and 
brought tears with his haunting 
“The Impossible Dream.” 

Beautiful Maureen Deaver as 
the  Aldonza-Dulcinea heroine 
gave a splendid performance as 
the harlot Don. Quixote imagines 
as his "high born lady, Dulci- 
nea” and her lovely voice was 
heard to advantage in several 
delightful numbers: I 

Lou Savage as the roly-poly 
funny man Sancho Panza, had] 
the most outstanding diction of 
the entire group and his comic 
efforts relieved an otherwise 
rather somber theme. 

The four Muleteers, Kirk} 
Wahamake, Jeff Levison, Steva 
Redebau and Steve Pound 
almost stole the show with their 
dynamic arrhythmic protrayai of. 
the thieving roustabouts and 
each and e scene in which 
they appeare oved the show 
onward with*verve, music and 


authority. are all com: 
munity T ‘veterans and 
proved the with all they 
added to, lai Us “Man of La 


Mancha.". Aen i 
Tom Kietzman as the Duke 
was a vivd medieval character. 
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Robert” Trinkle, doubling as 
the innkeeper as well as direc- 
tor, producer, set designer and 
Jent much 
credibility to the show with his 
dynamic portrayal. | 

The gypsies. Colleen Cole: 
man. Susan Welsh and Lona 
Strain with dancer Steve Pound 
doubling as their leader, added 
a delightful note with -their 


spirited dancing. while Tom 
(doubling also as assistant 
director, electrician, chore- 


ographer and general man 
about-theatre) gave a "hilarious 
interpretation of his role and 
created one of the funniest ses 
quences in the entire musical.| 
Others in the superb cast were, 
Debbie Nelson as Antonio, Lynn 
Danek as the housekeeper, Alva 
Crist as the padre, Julie Burns 
as Fermina, Betsy Gross as 
Maria, Gary Thomas as the| 
captain amd last, but far from| 
least. Betsy Gross and Lona) 
Strain as the symbolic and ef-| 
fective “horses” whose ''ride" 
with Don Quixote and Sancho 
Panza was delightful. . 

Ann Mason. well known singer 
and musician. directed the music 
and Jay Balyard was the dy- 
namic pianist who gave the im- 
pression of an entire orchestra, 
beautifully assisted by talented) 
Drake Crittenden on the flute. 
Incidentally. Drake was the 
equally effective “fiddler” in 
the recent “Fiddler on the 
Root." ! 

This new playhouse is a little 
gem amd the company, as 
presented last night. promises 
to be a wonderful addition to the 
theatre life of Terre Haute. 
They plan a regular season of 
shows and already are rehears- 
ing for a forthcoming production 
of "The Wizard of Oz." | 

"Man of La Mancha" will be 


. presented tomorrow night and 


again Sunday night witn repeat 
performances next Friday. 
Saturday and Sunday night. May 
4,5. and 6. Reservations may be 
made by calling the CYO box of- 
fice, 232-3127 ‚between 1 p.m .and 
$ p.m. daily, and all musical 
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Sunday, January 27, 1952. 


[Early Social Life Here ee 
Centered About Old Dowling Hall | 


By A. R. Markle. 
In the pioneer days there were 
usually three public buildings. If 
the locality was a county seat, the 


court house came first after the 
county was organized, and it was 
at once the largest and most cen- 
trally located of the public build- 
ings. 

Most small towns which -had 
grown beyond the  crossroads 
stage had either a church or 
school house and the former was | 
always used for community pur- 
poses such as lectures, or various 
religious services. Even the lec- 


‘|turers found they were not exactly 


:|welcomed in the churches, 


{| was anything in the way of enter- 
*|tainment the school house was the 


,|community had grown large 
+|enough to assure traveling enter- 
'|tainers a possibly lucrative busi- 


©) cause of insufficient returns for 


and 
if the purpose of the assemblage 


center of activity. Not until*the 


ness would there be found a hall 
or building erected for such pur- 
poses, but this building often was 
the home of various secret soci- 
eties who held regular meetings. 
Hence it was sometimes difficult 
for home organizations or travel- 
ing troupes to find the necessary 
space for their entertainment. 
Many fairly large towns or even 
cities built opera houses, so called 
not with the expectation that they 
would ever be used for operatic | 
sessions but because the name| 
“theater” was thought to be some-! 
thing slightly off color. Many of| 
these buildings fell into disuse be- 


traveling companies. 
A Sad Disappointment. 
It happened one time that a 


'| traveling troupe came to one of: 
¡Jour near-by cities without any | 


4 


previous advance agent, expect- 
ing to show in the Opera House. 


‚| They found the city located on a 


small jerk-water railroad and once 
there located the opera house, 
only to find that it had been leased 
by an enterprising commission 
man. On arrival they approached 
him to arrange for the use of the 


¡house and were told abruptly it 


was filled with hay. For many 
years it was a joke that traveled 
all over the country that the Clay 
City opera house was used for the 
storage of baled hay. 

There would have been less em- 
barassment and expense if the 
troupe had written the station 
agent who was at once agent for 
the railroad, baggage man, ex- 
press agent, and telegraph oper- 


, ator, and also whose commission 


business took up but a small part 
of his time. Probably no one con- 
nected with the Internal Revenue 
Department in recent years was 
connected with any such business. | 


|. a: ZE: CI 


Served Many. 


In early Terre Haute, a building 
which, accommodated everybody 
was our early court house. There, 
at times, were lawn festivals, ice 
‘cream socials, strawberry parties, 
‘church services, lodge meetings, 
and grand balls. On one occasion 
the custodian was ordered by the 
¡county commissioners to forbid 
further meetings of the Episcopal 
Congregation. And when later 
they erected a church building 
which had a cross atop the struc- 
ture, visiting Catholics came there 
in search of their own church, 
which was two blocks farther | 
south. 

By 1850 the growing town id 
several halls which were used for 
assemblies, lectures, traveling 
Shows, etc. As the population in- 
creased and the surrounding ter- 
ritory became part of the city a 
more comfortable and larger 
building was needed, and on April 
8, 1864 ““The Indianapolis Journal” 
quoted “The Sentinal" as saying: 
“Col. Thomas Dowling is erecting 
a splendid hall for dramatical and 
musical purposes, 60x130. On 
September 10th of the same year 
"The Express" announced that 
the roof was being finished and 
the building would be ready for 
use about Christmas. On Decem- 
ber 16th, the opening was an- 
‚nounced and the papers of the 
day were unanimous in expressing 
great praise for the building. 

The stage was the largest in In- 
diana at that time and the scen- 
ery, curtain and other equipment 
made it a better hall of entertain- 
ment than in many cities of twice 
our size. It was the first large 
[structure to be lighted by gas and 
the seating arrangement, orchestra 
and gallery could accommodate 
more people than could be expect- 
ed from the city of Terre Haute. 
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The attendance was bey 
pectation tie it was a pa 


s beyond ex- 
a ven- 


ture from the very star of 
stage many remarkable nin 


were first ¡displayed here and. the 
writer was one of those who first 
¡saw one of Edison's most noted in- 
ventions, the phonograph. This 
crude model consisted of a frame- 
| work some four feet high which en- 
closed a large cylinder, possibly 
eight inches in diameter, which had 
received a large sheet. of tinfoil 
upon which rested a very light cone 
which terminated in a very small 
stylus. Through the frame into the 
cylinder extended an iron crank 
which the performer turned slowly 
‘while someone spoke into the cone. 
At the close of the sentence the 
stylus was lifted, the cylinder 
turned back to the starting point, 
the stylus replaced in the groove, 
shown on the tinfoil, and as the 
operator again rotated | the cylin- 
der, the words were repeated to 
the open-eyed and open-mouthed 
audience. Again and again, jingles, 
conundrums, short poems and short: 
songs went through the same 
process. 

It is true that the noises were 
often disconnected or sadly defi- 
cient in reproduction, but at least 
one heard again the sounds that 
had been impressed on the tin- 
foil. 
| An Added Building. 

In 1870 the space between the 
north end of Dowling Hall and 
‚the Koopman Building was filled! 
‘by the erection of a two- -story 
building, which became in time 
the place where Perry Westfall, 
of The Saturday Mail, entertained 
those newsboys who had made the 
best gain in their sales during the 
‚year with a Thanksgiving dinner. 
‘It was also the meeting place and 
‘locker room of our semi-military 
organizations such as: The Light 
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EDITORIAL PAGE — Sunday, Dec. 16— 


Dowling Hall Opened 
Here Dec. 15, 1864 


By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


The opening of Dowling Hall ou the night of Dec. 15, 1864, opened a new 
era in the history of the amusement of T erre Haute. According to the newspaper 
reporter, “Our city for a long time has felt the want of a publie hall or lecture 
room of sufficient capacity to accomodat 2 its fast growing population. 

"Although our place wil! compare favorably) with any other in the State, in 
taste and neatness of its buildings. private residences and for business purposes, 
we have for many years been most lam entably behind our sister cities in pro- 
viding a suitable and convenient place for traveling and home concerts, theatri- 
cals, fairs, festivals and public exhibitions generally. With this state of affairs ex- 
isting we could expect few troupes of real merit to visit us, or if they did, we 
must. enjoy their performances at an ad mission price double that paid elsewhere. 

“We can remember in our bovhooù days when the Old Town Hall was suf- 
ficientlv large to accomodate all who desired to witness the performances of the 
Sable Harmoneons, Winchell's drolleries, the acrobatic feats of the Antonie Fam- 
ily, the Bateman Children (since achieved a world-wide reputation) “It soon, 
however, became too small, or rather th c town too large, and Corinthian Hall was 
erected. Here we nad balls and parties without number. Sam Dodson's Theatre 
flourished, and a better class of amusem ents came to our village. After some years 
this Hall fell into disuse. The dining roo m of the National Hotel was used, and 
last fall the old Episcopal church was transformed into a- Concert Hall by Mr. 
Keneuke. This cosy little place, althcugh well arranged for a moderate sized 
audience is still too small for general pu rposes and the wants of our people. But 
the inconvenience which has existed will now cease." 


DOROTHY CLARK COLUMN— 


The new building was begun 
on the 13th of June, and in 
spite of dire predictions, was 
completed before the end of 
the amusement season by the 
indomitable energy and per- 
Thomas. 


severance or Col. 
Dowling. : 
He credited 
Miler and 
Odell, the 
bricklayers 
and plaster- 
ers, and 
George Has- 
lett, carpen- 
ter, for their 
rapid and 
thorough DOROTHY J. 
work. The CLARK 
walls of the substructure were 
20 inches thick, so there would 
be no fear of danger from 
sinking floors, and he brick 
Sun. kd .Pg. Dec. 16, D. Clark 
TTS By Jeffers, Sun., Dec. 16 
work throughout was very 
substantial. The wood work 
was also of the very best 
available. The stone work was 
done by William Wagner; the 
slate roof taid by William 
Clift; and the painting and 
glazing done by Manning & 
Co., all excellent craftsmen. 
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‚Community Affairs File 


l "On the ground floor or une 


+ building were two large 


business rooms, and a norih 
room designed for the office — 
of the Wabash & Erie Canal 
The audience roum was had 
the second floor 1,04 x 60 ft., 
with 21 ft. high ceiling. At nach j 
time it ‘was \befieved to be 
~ largest public halk in 
State. The Masonic Hall at In- - 
dianapolis was one foot wider 
but twenty feet Jess in lea sas 
The walls were imit 
light blue lime stone, laid of 
ia blocks. At regular intervals - 
were numerous gas jets, 
which, when. lighted, flooded _ 
the hall with light. These gas 
fixtures were the work. a" DE: 
W. Watson. 
The stage, in the ws endi 
cf the audience room, was 24 
ft. in depth, and supplied v 74 
Scenery, trap-doors ‚and all! 
conveniences cf a first class. n 
theatre A. flight of steps led | 
from, the audience room “a the 
stage ad stalir.s led from the - 
- audience room. to the stage, 
and ‘more stairs led to the 
dressing rooms below. The 
seenery, proscenium ,etc., 
were designed and painted by 
“T. B Glessing, of Indianapolis. | 
The stage appointments were 
done by Otis George, stage- 
Carpenter of the Merropoltan — 
Theatre, Indianapolis. The 
drop curtain was dezcrated 
with the beautiful landscape. 
pating of the Rhine river án. 
Germany. 
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T JUN 3 1980 
. The East Side Drive-In theater, which operated 
here fór more than 30 years, is no more. 
All the equipment has been removed from the 


‚East Poplar Street location by the owner, Fourth 


Avenue Corp. of Louisville, Ky. There is little trace 
left that the drive-in was ever there. 

Sources at the Vigo County Assessor's office said 
that a removal notice was filed earlier this year. 
TA the owner is liable for 1979 taxes payable in 
1980. 

The drive-in theater was located on ground 
leased from Florence Wilson. 

The corporation which operated the East-Side 


. Drive-In was Wabash Outdoor Theatres. 


The owner has filed an appeal from reassess- 
ment of improvements on the leased ground, the 
assessor said. 

The owner is contesting the new assessment 
figure of $56,000 for improvements as determined 
by the Lost Creek Township Assessor's office. 
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, 000, — Üanmunity Affairs E; 
Local drive-in thedter Temoved 


The State Board of Tax Commissioners is 
scheduled to consider the appeal, along with ap- 
peals on three other local theater properties owned 
by the parent company, United Artists Theatre 
Circuit, Great Neck, Long Island, N.Y. 

The UA corporation owns both the land and 
improvements of the North Drive-In, the Corral 
and the Indiana Theater. 


According to County Assessor James Diehl, both 
the land and improvements at the North Drive-In 
(located in Otter Creek Township) and the Corral 
(in Lost Creek Township) are to be reassessed 
pending the appeal. | 

Both drive-ins have been operated by the Fourth 
Avenue Corp. 

At the Indiana, located in downtown Terre 
Haute, only the improvements are to be re- 
ae This theater is operated by Wabash Plaza 
Inc. i 
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of torn-up fluff 


‚ampage and bits of bears’ limbs and 

, heads on the museum floor. The 

ik” said bear, named Mabel, was made 

manag. in 1909 by the German manu- 
ie Caves facturer Steiff. 


ere hun- The bear with Elvis connec- 
at more tions was owned by English m pes BT Fountain Theater 
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wed up  aristocrat Benjamin Slade, who ü © S 

year-old bought it at an Elvis memora- M erre Haute's E & 

ned Bar- — bilia auction in Memphis, Tenn, | = longest B : 
and had loaned it to the muse- | running small à 
adoffa um. i^ downtown cinema "t 
: owned “I've spoken to the bear's j venue, the Foun- Tb 
ving the owner and he is not very S tain Theater ~ 
stuffing pleased at all,” Medley said. 5 opened at 422 > 


Wabash Ave. on 
July 19, 1911. 


The proprietor 


M 
was Harry F. e 
Prentice, the man a 


who had brought 
j the first “moving 
e ne picture theater” to the city in 1904 by opening The Nickledom at 721 Wabash 
| Ave. Ousted from that location when Crawford Fairbanks decided to build the 
R E E LS E | Tribune Building to house offices of the Terre Haute Tribune, Prentice exerted 
8 ; extreme effort to restyle the 1875 Kleiser Building, which previously had housed 
only retail stores. Jeweler Glen C. Brown and sheet music dealer Edwin T. 
Huiman were the prior occupants. Among other things, Prentice installed a stage 
and powerful fans to cool the interior. At the entrance, he placed an electric neon 
fountain in action, which attracted ample attention. The Fountain, according to 
Prentice's first ad, was “The New Home of the Old Nickledom.” An attractive 
tile mosaic floor installed just inside the theater entrance read “Nickeldom,” 
the common spelling of the word describing a "five cent theater." The Fountain 
offered “the most popular films" daily from 1 to 6 p.m. and 7 to 11 p.m. 


On March 19, 1914, Prentice sold the theater to Frank J. Rembusch of Shelbyville, 
Ind., owner of three motion picture theaters in Indianapolis, two in Shelbyville and 
one in Lafayette. Rembusch hired Walter Beck as manager of the Fountain. Prentice 
was retained as projector operator. During the next three years several additional 
"five cent” cinema theaters opened in downtown Terre Haute, including The Savoy 
at 323 Wabash Ave., The Crescent at 681 Wabash Ave. and The Princess at 669 
Wabash Ave. First-run motion picture theaters downtown in 1914 included the 
Grand Opera House at Seventh and Cherry streets, which concentrated on live 
productions, The Orpheum (formerly The Lyric) at 720-722 Wabash Ave., and 
The American at 817-819 Wabash Ave. Young's Garden Theater at 323 Ohio St. 
and The Varieties at 729 Wabash Ave. were the chief downtown vaudeville houses 
until The Hippodrome held its grand opening on Feb. 15, 1915. In 1924 new 
proprietor Paul K. Peters renamed his business in the Kleiser Building “Phe 

New Fountain Theater" following a major Facelift. 
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The Fountain Theater at 422 Wabash Avenue circa 1933 
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j* Though management changed periodically, the Fountain Theater survived For 
more than four decades, graduating from silent films to talkies. In its later years 
it lured young teenagers on Saturday mornings with special Film programs. When 

i the Fountain closed in 1953, Harry's Variety Store— owned by tlie Hornstein 

tamily—was the initial tenant. 


Architect Ben Orman recently TOIT 422 Wabash Ave., reinstalling its origi- 
nal 1875 storefront windows and uncovering the unique Nickeldom mosaic laid 


Y by Prentice, Terre Haute’s cinema pioneer, 95 years ago. 
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First local theater- [hesters 7 72 


Trotzke building echoes oí past 


(Note -- John Hanners, a doctoral student at 
Michigan State University in East Lansing, 
received his master's degree at ISU in 1974. 
His thesís was on early entertainments in Terre 
Haute.) 


Sp AUG 1 3 1977 
by John Hanners 


The upper story of Trotzke's Fruit Market 
echoes with ghostly laughter and applause, 
for it was here, 120 years ago, that Terre 
Haute had its first permanent theatre. 

In November of 1857, Walker Hegeman, a 
35-year-old whiskey salesman, leased the 
upper story of what was then Moses C. 
Carr's flourishing dry goods and grocery 
store. By the end of the month a local news- 
paper reported that work was progressing 
on the new theatre and an accomplished” 
artist was busy painting scenery. 

Hegeman opened his theatre on Dec. 18, 
1857, with Billy Birch's Star Troupe 
Minstrels. But one-night stands by traveling 
minstrels weren't Hegeman's idea of 
theatre. He wanted a permanent theatre 
company in Terre Haute, a troupe of resi- 
dent actors who could present the best en- 
tertainment possible for the citizens of the 
town. The first week of January, 1858, he 
went to Chicago to hire members for his 
company. He returned with 13 contracts in 
his pocket and re-opened Hegeman's 
Theatre on Jan. 12, 1858. 

Hegeman's most popular performer was 
Harry McCarthy, a comedian from Arkan- 
sas. From 1855 through 1857 he had been a 
leading actor in New Orleans. His leading 
lady was Fanny Denham, by all accounts a 
young beauty who captivated the hearts of 
Terre Haute audiences. 

Another popular actor was Samuel 
Drake, grandson of Old Sam Drake, leader 
of the first acting troupe west of the 
Alleghenies and patriarch of a famous 
theatrical family that still exists. 

For a few weeks all went well. The com- 
pany presented an astonishing number of 
dramas. The emphasis was on comedy and 
farce, and the titles are evocative of an 
American culture long since past: "Too- 
dies,” “A Kiss in the Dark," "Black-Eyed 
Susan," "Bombastes Furioso," and "Who 
Speaks First?" 


A typical evening at Hegeman's Theatre 
went something like this: the company 
would begin with a short farce. Usually ad- 
libbing from the audience and good- 
natured banter between the actors and 
public took place. Next, the serious play of 
the night was presented. A typical example 
was a potboiler entitled "Ingomar the Bar- 
barian." A weak play by today's standards, 
it represented the best that American 
culture had to offer at the time. A Terre 
Haute critic, after seeing "Ingomar," wrote, 
“It was a picture of life -- such as would 
lead us to forget that it belongs to that little 

* painted world, and by its perfection induce 
us to believe it rather a truth than a pic- 
“ture” e, 


Walker Hegeman's bold i 
: enterprise 
ran into competition. Samuel en 
er on the Wabash and Erie Canal 
eased Corinthian Hall, a public meeting 


bash) and Third. 


ns dson waged theatrical 


One of Dodson's a 
Was publicly accused 
Ing a performance to 
Hegeman's theatre. 


ctors, T. P. Varney, 
of deliberately miss. 
appear at a benefit at 


Varney patient! - 
plained that an "illness" had prevented him 


from being present at ei 
1 either of in 
on the night in question. 18 theatres 


Bella Adams Dodson* 
; S most ! 
E defected to Walker ENERO Ul 
enefit shows for the Terre Haute firemen 
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First theater 
(Continued from page 11) 


had won her a large following, and now she 
joined Fanny Denham as a leading lady at 
Hegeman's Theatre. 

It soon became obvious that Terre Haute 
was not large enough to support two full 
time theatres. Dodson, in spite of several 
repetitions of "Uncle Tom's Cabin," was 
the first to fold. He packed up what was left 
of his company and headed to Evansville 
for the rest of the season. 

The intense rivalry also ruined Hegeman. 
On March 19, 1858, a month after it had 
praised his ‘‘good and respectable" 
theatre, a local newspaper listed Walker 
Hegeman under the title "Blacklist." De- 
scribed as a man of “corpulent” build, full 
face, light hair, and a “sheepish” look, 
Hegeman had left town for ‘‘parts 
unknown." He had left debts all over Terre 
Haute and was now a wanted fugitive. 

Samuel Dodson came back to Terre 
Haute and served terms as city marshall 
and street commissioner. He died in 1890, a 
respected citizen. Walker Hegeman was 
never heard of again. 


Meanwhile, Hegeman's company scat- 
tered across the country. Harry McCarthy 
went back to Arkansas. During the Civil 
War he achieved fame by writing the official 
Confederate national anthem, "The Bonnie 
Blue Flag." Only "Dixie" rivaled it as the 
most popular song in the South. 

Fanny Denham headed for New York 
where she enjoyed a long career on the 
Broadway stage. 

Samuel Drake tried acting for a few more 
years, but unlike the rest of his famous 
family, his heart wasn't in it. He retired on 
the family farm in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Bella Adams married a Terre Haute man, 
moved to Evansville, and started her own 
theatre. 

T. P. Varney stayed in Terre Haute, ran a 
theatre here in 1858 and 1859, and then 
moved to Indianapolis. 

Walker Hegeman's and Samuel Dodson's 
attempts to establish a permanent theatre 
in Terre Haute ended in failure. But they 
whetted the appetites of Terre Haute au- 
diences for professional productions. After 
the Civil War the city became noted for its 
fine theatres and opulent opera houses. 
Those, however, are gone now, torn down 


in the wake of progress. Only Walker Hége- 


man's theatre remains -- empty now, win- dy 


dows painted over, long forgotten, but a po- 
tential reminder of Terre Haute's rich 
cultural history. 

The next time you pass the small brick 
building on the southwest corner of Fourth 
and Walnut, look up and -- listen. 
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Dodson, Samuel 


Born Oc. 18,1818 In 

Western Tenn. Died. in T.H. 
May 253,1890. Came to T.i. in 
1844 married Martha Witty 
Contract work on the Erie añn 
Wabash Canal. Manager of first 
theatre in T.H. 

Oakey page 322 

Bradsby p. 755 
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gathering. 

If you would like to send in a 
query of your own, e-mail me at 
tamszion@yahoo.com or send it 
via mail to Genealogy, Tribune- 
Star Publishing Co., P.O. Box 149, 
Terre Haute, IN 47808. 


QUERIES 
E The Indiana Genealogical 


photo is of Adele 
Schwedes, born July 1875 in Indi- 
ana and died after 1950. She was 
a teacher in various Terre Haute 
schools and was a member of the 
class of 1894 at Indiana State Nor- 
mal School. She never married. 
She was the daughter of Francis R. 
Schwedes (born May 1829 in 
Hesse Kassel, died Sept. 26, 1905, 
in Terre Haute, Vigo County, Indi- 


TIC TRIM, Vip CUUITILj, iid. 
She was in the class of 1895 at 
Indiana State Normal School and 
her photo was taken at a photog- 
rapher’s studio in Burlington, lowa. 
She was the daughter of James A. 
Wharry (born about 1855 in Indi- 
ana, died May 4, 1897, in Terre 
Haute, Vigo County, Indiana) and 
Marian Lackey, who were married 
May 23, 1867, in Sullivan County, 
Indiana. James was the son of 


y ) surHaruc. UII UL WCUh- 
end of July 15-17, 2005, we will 
meet at the Holiday Inn in Rich- 
mond, Indiana, promoting fun and 
fellowship with a genealogy room, 
general meetings, and Friday and 
Saturday night dinner events. 
Reservations can be made at the 
Richmond Holiday Inn for the 
entire weekend, or a single event. 
For more details, see the Web site 
at odomassembly.us. 


Terre Haute's first theater war was waged 
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between two per 


Itinerant whiskey salesman 
Walker Hegeman seemed likeable 
when he rented the top floor of 
Carr's Hall on the southwest cor- 
ner of Fourth and Walnut streets 
in 1857 to erect a stage for the- 
atrical performances. 

It was the first theater project 
in Terre Haute annals. Before 


Hegeman's Theater, traveling thes- 


pians were forced to perform in 
Town Hall on South Third Street, 
hotel ballrooms, abandoned pork 
houses or the first Vigo County 
Courthouse. 

Work on the stage was com- 
pleted rapidly and, in late Novem- 
ber, Hegeman engaged an accom- 
plished artist to paint scenery. 

Hegeman's Theater opened 
Dec. 18, 1857, featuring Billy 
Birch's Star Troupe Minstrels. It 
was a one-night stand by a 
nationally recognized traveling 
company. 

Birch enhanced his national 
reputation in September of that 
year when he kept about 400 fel- 
low passengers amused while 
awaiting rescue after the side- 
wheeler S.S. Central America, car- 
rying 21 tons of California gold, 
capsized and sank during a hurri- 
cane off the North Carolina coast. 

The star of the first version of 
the famous San Francisco Min- 
strels, the 26-year old Birch and 
his bride Virginia were enjoying 
their honeymoon on the voyage. 

The second show booked for 
Carr's Hall theater did not show 
up so, during the first week of 
January 1858, Hegeman trekked 
to Chicago to put together a the- 
ater company. 

Meanwhile, an Irishman 
named Samuel Dodson - who 
came to Terre Haute a decade 
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lunday May 
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2, 


earlier as a contractor on the 
Wabash & Erie Canal - rented 
space in Corinthian Hall on the 
northeast corner of Third and 
Wabash to establish a competing 
theater. 

By the time Hegeman had 
assembled a company of 13 
actors, Dodson was offering a 
series of plays, including "Uncle 
Tom's Cabin? 

When Hegeman's Theater 
reopened on Jan 12, 1858, he fea- 
tured a talented group of young 
stars, some who went on to great 
fame. 

Hegeman's top stars were 
Harry McCarthy, 
an Irish comedi- 
an from 
Arkansas who 
had been a great 
success in New 
Orleans, and 
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McCarthy 
achieved consid- 
erable distinction 
and fame in the 
South by writing 
an “official” Con- 
federate anthem, 
“The Bonnie Blue Flag.” When he 
relocated to Philadelphia late in 
the war, he lost some popularity. 

Denham went on to a long 
and celebrated career as a thespi- 
an in New York City. Another 
member of Hegeman’s initial 
Terre Haute theater troupe was 
Samuel Drake, a nephew of 
Frances Ann Denny Drake, who 
had been the wife of Terre Haute 
poet George W. Cutter. 

Dodson’s actors were not as 
noteworthy though Hegeman 
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lured Bella Adams, perhaps Dod- 
son's most popular actress, away 
to give a benefit for Terre Haute 
firefighters. Then, for a brief time, 
Adams became Hegeman's lead- 
ing lady. 

Adams' defection ended Dod- 
son's stay at Corinthian Hall. He 
packed up what was left of his 
theater troupe and headed for 
Evansville for the rest of the the- 
ater season (through June). 

On or about March 19, 1858, 
Hegeman abandoned the theater 
at Carr's Hall and skipped town, 
leaving creditors in his wake. The 
man once described as “likeable” 
was referred to a “corpulent” 35- 
year old with a “sheepish” look. 

Dodson returned to Terre 
Haute after the 1858 theater sea- 
son and became active in civic 
affairs. He died at age 71 in May 
1890 and is buried in Woodlawn 
Cemetery. 

Carr's Hall burned to the 
ground after the theater closed 
and it was replaced by another 
"Carr's Hall,” known in recent 
times until it was razed as 
"Trotzke's Market” 

T.P. Varney, another member 
of Dodson's troupe, stayed in 
Terre Haute for a few years but 
finally relocated to Indianapolis. 

With the closing of the two 
theaters, it was necessary for the- 
atrical groups to return to using 
the dining room at the National 
Hotel on the southwest corner of 
Sixth and Wabash or a pork 
house. In 1865, St. Stephen's 
Church, on Fifth Street south of . 
Cherry, was transformed into the 
concert hall after the new Episco- 
pal church at Seventh and Eagle 
streets was occupied. 

Then, in early 1864, in the 
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midst of the Civil War, Thomas 
Dowling came to the rescue. On 
April 8, 1864, the Indianapolis 
Journal reported that Col. Dowl- 
ing "is erecting a splendid hall for 
dramatic purposes in Terre Haute, 
60 feet by 130” 

When it opened on Dec. 16, 
1864, Dowling Hall's "audience 
room" boasted the largest stage in 
Indiana. According to Indianapolis 
newspapers, it was "a better hall 
of entertainment than located in 
cities twice Terre Haute's size” 

At least 1,200 people could be 
comfortably seated for perform- 
ances. The room was furnished 
with settees, which could be easi- 
ly removed. 

Two dressing rooms were on 
the first floor to the rear of the 
building. 

As resident trustee of the 
Wabash & Erie Canal, Dowling 
relocated canal headquarters from 
629 Ohio St. to a business room 
on the north side of the ground 
floor in his new amusement hall. 
The former canal office, built in 
1855, was sold as a residence to 
wholesale grocer George W. 
Bement. 

Generous and civic-minded, 
Col. Dowling generally offered 
free use of his facility to churches 
and military units for meetings, 
fairs and festivals, if there was no 
conflict. 

Dowling Hall retained popu- 
larity as a social center even alter 
the Terre Haute Opera House 
opened in December 1870, but it 


no longer was Terre Haute's enter- 


tainment hub. At the turn of the 
century Miller-Parrott Baking Co. 
converted it into a cracker factory. 
The site is now occupied by the 
Chanticleer Building. 
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Tibial Gat ICH üpcuiini 
gathering. 

If you would like to send in a 
query of your own, e-mail me at 
tamszion G yahoo.com or send it 
via mail to Genealogy, Tribune- 
Star Publishing Co., P.O. Box 149, 
Terre Haute, IN 47808. 


QUERIES 
Œ The Indiana Genealogical 


photo is of Adele 
Schwedes, born July 1873 in Indi- 
ana and died after 1930. She was 
a teacher in various Terre Haute 
schools and was a member of the 
class of 1894 at Indiana State Nor- 
mal School. She never married. 
She was the daughter of Francis R. 
Schwedes (born May 1829 in 
Hesse Kassel, died Sept. 26, 1903, 
in Terre Haute, Vigo County, Indi- 


She was in the class of 1893 at 
Indiana State Normal School and 
her photo was taken at a photog- 


rapher's studio in Burlington, Iowa. 


She was the daughter of James A. 
Wharry (born about 1835 in Indi- 
ana, died May 4, 1897, in Terre 
Haute, Vigo County, Indiana) and 
Marian Lackey, who were married 
May 23, 1867 in Sullivan County, 
Indiana. James was the son of 


Spec > U d Lc 
end of July 15-17, 2005, we will 
meet at the Holiday Inn in Rich- 
mond, Indiana, promoting fun and 
fellowship with a genealogy room, 
general meetings, and Friday and 
Saturday night dinner events. 
Reservations can be made at the 
Richmond Holiday Inn for the 
entire weekend, or a single event. 
For more details, see the Web site 
at odomassembly.us. 


Terre Haute s first theater war was waged 
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Itinerant whiskey salesman 
Walker Hegeman seemed likeable 
when he rented the top floor of 
Carr's Hall on the southwest cor- 
ner of Fourth and Walnut streets 
in 1857 to erect a stage for the- 
atrical performances. 

It was the first theater project 
in Terre Haute annals. Before 


Hegeman's Theater, traveling thes- 


plans were forced to perform in 
Town Hall on South Third Street, 
hotel ballrooms, abandoned pork 
houses or the first Vigo County 
Courthouse. 

Work on the stage was com- 
pleted rapidly and, in late Novem- 
ber, Hegeman engaged an accom- 
plished artist to paint scenery. 

Hegeman's Theater opened 
Dec. 18, 1857, featuring Billy 
Birch's Star Troupe Minstrels. It 
was a one-night stand by a 
nationally recognized traveling 
company. 

Birch enhanced his national 
reputation in September of that 
year when he kept about 400 fel- 
low passengers amused while 
awaiting rescue after the side- 
wheeler S.S. Central America, car- 
rying 21 tons of California gold, 
capsized and sank during a hurri- 
cane off the North Carolina coast. 

The star of the first version of 
the famous San Francisco Min- 
strels, the 26-year old Birch and 
his bride Virginia were enjoying 
their honeymoon on the voyage. 

The second show booked for 
Carr's Hall theater did not show 
up so, during the first week of 
January 1858, Hegeman trekked 
to Chicago to put together a the- 
aler company. 

Meanwhile, an Irishman 
named Samuel Dodson - who 
came to Terre Haute a decade 
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earlier as a contractor on the 
Wabash & Erie Canal - rented 
space in Corinthian Hall on the 
northeast corner of Third and 
Wabash to establish a competing 
theater. 

By the time Hegeman had 
assembled a company of 13 
actors, Dodson was offering a 
series of plays, including "Uncle 
Tom's Cabin? 

When Hegeman's Theater 
reopened on Jan 12, 1858, he fea- 
tured a talented group of young 
stars, some who went on to great 
fame. 

Hegeman's top stars were 
Harry McCarthy, 
an lrish comedi- 
an from 
Arkansas who 
had been a great 
success in New 
Orleans, and 
“beautiful Fanny 
Denham” 

In 1861, 
McCarthy 
achieved consid- 
erable distinction 
and fame in the 
South by writing 
an “official” Con- 
federate anthem, 
“The Bonnie Blue Flag” When he 
relocated to Philadelphia late in 
the war, he lost some popularity. 

Denham went on to a long 
and celebrated career as a thespi- 
an in New York City. Another 
member of Hegemans initial 
Terre Haute theater troupe was 
Samuel Drake, a nephew of 
Frances Ann Denny Drake, who 
had been the wife of Terre Haute 
poet George W. Cutter. 

Dodson's actors were not as 
noteworthy though Hegeman 
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lured Bella Adams, perhaps Dod- 
son's most popular actress, away 
to give a benefit for Terre Haute 
firefighters. Then, for a brief time, 
Adams became Hegeman's lead- 
ing lady. 

Adams' defection ended Dod- 
son's stay at Corinthian Hall. He 
packed up what was left of his 
theater troupe and headed for 
Evansville for the rest of the the- 
ater season (through June). 

On or about March 19, 1858, 
Hegeman abandoned the theater 
at Carrs Hall and skipped town, 
leaving creditors in his wake. The 
man once described as “likeable” 
was referred to a “corpulent” 35- 
year old with a “sheepish” look. 

Dodson returned to Terre 
Haute after the 1858 theater sea- 
son and became active in civic 
affairs. He died at age 71 in May 
1890 and is buried in Woodlawn 
Cemetery. 

Carr's Hall burned to the 
ground after the theater closed 
and it was replaced by another 
"Carr's Hall,” known in recent 
times until it was razed as 
"Trotzke's Market? 

T.P. Varney, another member 
of Dodson's troupe, stayed in 
Terre Haute for a few years but 
finally relocated to Indianapolis. 

With the closing of the two 
theaters, it was necessary for the- 
atrical groups to return to using 
the dining room at the National 
Hotel on the southwest corner of 
Sixth and Wabash or a pork 
house. In 1865, St. Stephen's 
Church, on Fifth Street south of . 
Cherry, was transformed into the 
concert hall after the new Episco- 
pal church at Seventh and Eagle 
Streets was occupied. 

Then, in early 1864, in the 
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midst of the Civil War, Thomas 
Dowling came to the rescue. On 
April 8, 1864, the Indianapolis 
Journal reported that Col. Dowl- 
ing "is erecting a splendid hall for 
dramatic purposes in Terre Haute, 
60 feet by 1307 

When it opened on Dec. 16, 
1864, Dowling Hall's “audience 
room” boasted the largest stage in 
Indiana. According to Indianapolis 
newspapers, it was “a better hall 
of enterlainment than located in 
cities twice Terre Haute's size” 

At least 1,200 people could be 
comfortably seated for perform- 
ances. The room was furnished 
with settees, which could be easi- 
ly removed. 

Two dressing rooms were on 
the first floor to the rear of the 
building. 

As resident trustee of the 
Wabash & Erie Canal, Dowling 
relocated canal headquarters from 
629 Ohio St. to a business room 
on the north side of the ground 
floor in his new amusement hall. 
The former canal office, built in 
1853, was sold as a residence to 
wholesale grocer George W. 
Bement. 

Generous and civic-minded, 
Col. Dowling generally offered 
free use of his facility to churches 
and military units for meetings, 
fairs and festivals, if there was no 
conflict. 

Dowling Hall retained popu- 
larity as a social center even after 
the Terre Haute Opera House 
opened in December 1870, but it 


no longer was Terre Haute’s enter- 


tainment hub. At the turn of the 
century Miller-Parrott Baking Co. 
converted it into a cracker factory. 
The site is now occupied by the 
Chanticleer Building. 
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ED IDAHO THEATER ANN NOUNGES OPENING 


Grand Opening of NH E IN 
New Idaho Sunday ^^ ||: Rr WISI 
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Corporation is pleased ta announce 
the New Year's Day grand opening 
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of the completely remodeled and |< M 


redecorated Idaho Theater, 719 
Hulman Street. 

With the ronelusion of the ex- 
tensive remodeling progtam begun 
at the theater Dec 1, the Idaho 
joins the new Swan Theater in 
ranking among ¡tve most: moderaly 
equipped and beautifully decorated 
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5501. spots, the Sauth Side theater sow 


offers theaterifoers mare enjoy- 
ment than ever before. D 
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AB E y Win Ue the entrance. The general contractor was Modern 
E. Mn me es Construction Co. (Noah H. Brill and Henry J. 
= USB A A 22 . . . 
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"Oe vec io buo existed but 500 cozy Andrews opera chairs were 
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AA | wrowra 5248 -62 Seven Musical Byrons; the German comedy team of Kherns and Cote: novelty 
FOR er en dancers Constantine’& Lawrence; and Raffles the Dog, a Kinodrome short pro 
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RS DET A NIS os duced by the Edison Manufacturing Co. Two complete shows were presented 
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583 | widGaten 38 -02 nightly for 25 cents each. Matinees catering to ladies and children were olfered 
Bd esl DI de on weekdays for ten cents. Each Saturday and Sunday matinee was 25 cents. 
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+63 | XcalEngy 19 1410 +20 a Fan rien ats irre audeville entertainer-con 
+1 | Xcoie piA | 360 5300 +25 English, who changed its name to The Orphqum. Vaudeville entertainer- com 
oz Kater... ire MOST 0-02 poser Frank Holland was the manager for several years. The “old” Orpheum 
pr P sd d was superseded in 1919 by the “new” Orpheum Theater, managed initially by 
er a ae i 20 Shannon O. Katzenbach of the American Theater Co. It was à prominent movie 
*33 | vunBus s 2600 +14 theater until razed in the early 1950s. 
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similar institution, could do nothing 
more fitting than to erect one in mem- 
ory of its goldier heroes. 

SAM M. YOUNG. 


_ WOMAN ASKS RELEASE 


Alleging that she is unlawfully re- 
strained from her liberties, & petition 
for a writ of habeas corpus tb release 
Helen Dierdorf was filed tn (Superior 
Court against Sheriff Joseph Dreher 
Wednesday afternoon. The plaintiff 
charges that she ls being held tn jail 
undér orders of the board of health, 
which board, it is cla. med, hap no au- 
thority or legal right to issué orders 
for hét imprisonment. She further 
stateg that she is suffering np conta- 
gious disease or aliment and ane the 
court for release. 


ASKS MARRIAGE ANNULLED. 


A suit asking E for the the annulment ot 
& marriage was filed in Superior Court 
No. 2, Wednesday, by.Elale M. Hood as 
next friend of Olive M. Sullivan 
against Alex W. Bullivan. It ls stated 
that the marriage of the two waa il- 
legal both being under age and with- 
out the consent of their parents. They 
procured a%license in Edgar! county, 
Ill, June 30, 1919, and were married at 
Paris. They represented themselves 
to the clerk as of 13 and 21 years old. 
it ls alieged in the complaint that the 
girl 1s only 1$ years oid and thp boy 17. 


Addresses Wanted 


The Home Service Section of the 
American Red Cross is anxious fo lo- 
cate the following persons: 

Harry D. McCalment, former address, 
807 North Tenth street, 

Leva Demnar, former addrede, Terre 
Haute, Ind, e 

Matthew X. Irving, former laddreus, 
922 Garfield avenue, Bay City, Mich. 

Dortha Lewis Jacobs, former address, 
general delivery, Coal Bluff, Ind 

Louise Bender, former address, R. F. 
D, care John Bender. | 

Minnie Ragie Merritt, former ad- 
dress, 1400 Lafayette avenue. 

Any one knowing the prasant addrosa 
of any of the above named persons 
wilt kindly call ho Home Service Bec- 
tion, New phone, 1831; old phone, 888. 

———Qre—À | x 


WHEN IN’ DOUBT, 
Try The Tribune. | 
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The work of dismantling € old 
Orpheum theater began without a 
momeht's elay this morning. 

By noon: the lobby of the "theater 
and the site store rooms, including 
Patsy's signs and Patsy's fixtures, bad 
been pved and workmen were 
back ge! packing up scenery and ef- 
fects that had been held during all the 
years the house was used fob movie 
purposes sblely. | 

The contract for the construction 
of the new theater has been awarded 
to William; Caton, and the docorating 
will be is dharge of Gustave A. Brand, 
of Chicagd, whose work in the new 
American has occasioned Euch wide 
comment, | 

There jare several neta of caber» 
available for small productions to be 
disposed of, These settings were used 
in the old days, when the Orpheum 
was known| as the Lyric and under the 
direction| df  Allardt, Barhydt and 
Hoeffler, ade important money. The 
stage now ¡has a depth of twenty-five 
feet, but. rhuch of this space will be 
taken up fpr seats ‘In the reconstruc- 
tion of the building. The organ ds to 
on the stage and the orches- 
ill be in the form of an oval 
en. The big oil paintings, 
which hav® been conspicuoug wall 
decorations, ever since the Orpheum 
picture house will, of course, 
g when next fall the public 
gets an interior view of the Orpheum. 


Officea To New Location, 


moved from the second 


floor of buillding to the ¡second 
floor of American theatre bullding. 
The pecupied by the offices will 
be util for a ladies” rest room and 
a wal | | 
CLOSE BT. STEPHEN'S CHURCH. 
The Rév. J. E. Bulger ‘and ¡family 
leave rtow to sepnd thetr vacation 


St ' Btephen's 
church will be closed thia sümmer 
while extedsive repairs are being 
made to the organ, and the interior of 
the chureh and parish house are be- 
ing decorated. Mr. Sulger requests 
the parishioners of St. Stephen's to 
worship Bt. St. Luke's church during 
hie absence, and if the services of a 
clergyman are required the Rev. 


$25 $30 $ 
$37.50 $40 


! 

No matter what price you pay, the t: 
1s the Very nobbiest style of the seas 
mixtures, plain browns, grays ¡and fa 
They are half and three-quarter silk lir 
seam models*are included. 


Palm Beach 


For Men and Youn 


What can be more refreahing for Sur 
wear than a Palm Beach Buit? The 
light in| weight and comfortable to wea 
a as of light and dark maades. 
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Three New Towne South 


I heaters Open Fri 


By BILL MABIN / / 
Entertainment Editor 

Terre Haute has six theaters which regu- 
larly present first-run motion pictures. On 
Friday, that number jumps to nine. 

General Cinema Corp., the company which 
operates the three Honey Creek Square thea- 
ters, Friday opens three more at the new 
Towne South Plaza. It should mean area 
moviegoers can see more films, more quick- 
1 


y. 

Richard Gash, General Cinema manager 
in Terre Haute, said newly released films 
would be shown in Terre Haute much sooner 
than in the past because of the additional 
theaters. He also said more indoor theaters 
would make it less likely an important film 
would be shown only at a drive-in. 

He pointed out that “Julia” and “The 
Turning Point," two films with multiple 
Academy Award nominations, weren't shown 
in Terre Haute until six months after they 
had played in Indianapolis. “That won't 
happen as much, if at all, after we open these 
theaters," he said. 

He didn't think the new theaters would 
mean longer showings for movies or any 
increased variety in the type of films shown 
here. He also didn't foresee more than one 
Terre Haute indoor theater showing the same 
film at the same time. 

The new theaters are scheduled to open 
with three just-released movies. “Midnight 
Express," the story of a young American 
imprisoned in Turkey, is set to premiere in 
Towne South I. Peter Ustinov is Agatha 
Christie's sleuth Hercule Poirot in Death on 
the Nile" in Towne South II. That film has a 
huge cast including Bette Davis, David 
Niven, and Mia Farrow. Scheduled for Towne 
South IH is Robert Altman's “A Wedding” 
with Desi Arnaz Jr. and Caro! Burnett. 

Gash said Towne South policies and ticket 
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T prices would be a E v those at Honey 
Creek. The theaters will be open seven days 
a week for matinee and evening shows. Each 
of the new theaters seats approximately 400 
persons. The theater building is located at 
the southeast corner of the new shopping 
center which is on the east side of U.S. 41 
south of Riverside Plaza. 

“The theaters are designed for the conve- 
nience of the handicapped," Gash stressed. 
"There. is seating in the back of the 
auditoriums for wheelchairs, not in the aisles 
but right inside the main seating body. And 
also, the restrooms downstairs are for the 
elderly and the handicapped. The public 
restrooms are upstairs.” 

He also said the new theaters feature the 
lastest in projection equipment, which he 
called the Christie Automated Platter Sys- 
tem. 

In an attempt to show the effect of the new 
theaters, Gash said he didn't think there was 
a major movie being released at Christmas 
time which didn't have a Terre Haute book- 
ing. For the holidays, Towne South has 
scheduled “Superman” with Gene Hackman 
and Marlon Brando, “King of the Gypsies” 
with Shelley Winters and Susan Sarandon and 
“California Suite" with Alan Alda and Jane 
Fonda. 

Honey Creek has scheduled ‘‘Moment by 
Moment" with Lily Tomlin and John Trav- 
oia Disney's ''Pinocchio" and “Every 

ich Way But Loose” with Clint Eastwood. 

"Oliver's Story" with Ryan O'Neal and 
Candice Bergen is booked for the Plaza 
Theatre while "The Wiz" with Diana Ross 
and Richard Pryor is scheduled for the 
Meadows Theatre. 

The Indiana Theatre's holiday offering is 
“Revenge of the Body Snatchers" with 
Donald Sutherland and Leonard Nimoy. 


pude 
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TOWNE SOUTH CINEMAS — Terre Haute operation. This is how one of the new 400-seat 
gains three more indoor movie theaters auditoriums looked recently while still un- 
Friday when the Towne South Cinemas begin der construction. (Photo by Kadel) 
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Cinecom To Open Theater 


At Meadows S 


The Cinecom Meadows Cine- 
nm, located in the Meadows 
Shopping Center off of Ohio 
Boulevard, will have its grand 
opening for'the public Wednes. 
day evening, Oct. 28. 

Barry Yellen, president of 
Cinecom Corp. announced in 
his New York office that with 
the addition of the Meadows 
Cinema, the theater organiza- 
tion now has 124 theaters. He 
said four additional theaters 
are scheduled to open soon. 

The Corporation is considered 
a pillar in the motion picture 
industry as a distributor and 
producer of children's films, 
which became active in 1945 
under the banner of Childhood 
productions. 

In 1969 the company became 
exhibitor of films, wherein 
Cinecom’s theater division was 
organized and is recognized as 
one of the nation’s fastest 
growing theater organizations. 
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The Meadows Cinecom will| 
have “living room" seating com- 
fort with the seating capacity of; 
(600. The completely upholstered 
|seats will offer the ultimate in| 
lleg room and comfort, The 
Itheater with its rich decor, in-| 
eluding an original inlaid pat- 
tern of carpeting, will have pe 
latest projection equipment with 
the Xenon lamphouses in lieu of 
carbonare for the maximum in! 
|brightness and clarity. Projec-| 
tions will be on a “picture win-: 
dow" radiant screen for per-| 
fect viewing. RCA hi-fidelty| 
sound has been installed with 
strategically placed speakers 
and accoustically treated walls| 
to bring forth “symphonic hall": 
sound. The stage draperies and 
wall covering are made of Ro-! 
banna Veral fabrics. | 

The rest rooms offer the most| 
| modern accommodations in a 


| specially selected decor. To 


j 


TD + ll give all-season comfort control, 


Terre Haute's largest family 
of theaters Cinecom is proud to 
add their latest addition the 
Meadows Cinema, a Cinecom 
prototype theater which will 
have all of the elegance of Cine- 
com's new Plaza Cinema which 
opened in Plaza North Shopping 
Center in September of this 
year. 

, Jerry Swedroe, executive vice 
¡president of the theater opera- 
tion, said the present operating 
policy will continue at the 
Grand downtown as well as the 
Eastside Drive-in on East Pop- 
lar, both of which are managed 


by Carl Ponder, assisted by: 


Irma Cultice. 


‚through Friday with matinees 
‚on Saturday, Sundays and holi- 
‘days with periodical special 
¿children's matinees and family 
| programs. | 
| + + + 


, 


| The theater will operate daily 
;with evening showings Monday! 


¡specially designed air condition- 

ing and heating systems will 
¡provide the desired tempera- 
iture at all times. Cinecom will 
have unlimited parking in a 
well illuminated area within! 
walking distance to the theatre. 

Morris Kahn, director of pub- 
lic relations and executive co- 
ordinator of New Cinecom 
Theatres, is again in the city 
completing arrangements for 
the grand opening. Kahn form- 
erly managed the Grand and: 
Eastside Theaters and was dis- 
trict manager for c. 
Indiana area. 

Don May, division supervisor, 
| headquartered in Terre Haute 
will have 20 theaters under his 
supervision. 

The Meadows Cinecom inau- 
gural program will be ‘‘Z"’, the 
| best foreign film selected at the} 
42nd annual academy awards 
presentation in 1970. 
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THE VILLAGE CINEMA—The New movie house in Terre Haüte will be the scene of grand 
opening ceremonies Wednesday evening, Oct. 1. The Village Cinema is located on Lafayette 
Ave., in the completely remodeled old Garfield Theater. The Cinema will show films for adult 


audience entertainment. 
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Tonight At Honey Creek Square 


By SALLY PROFFITT 


Terre Haute and the Wabash| 


| Valley will get its first look at 
‘a totally new concept in motion 

| pictures theaters, when Cinema 
[ and II makes its debut at 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday in Honey Creek 
Square. The opening of the 
theaters will bring the number 
of units in Boston-based General 
Cinema Corporation’s national 
theater chain to 180. 

Cinema I theater will seat 
812 and Cinema II will accomo- 
date 520 patrons. The location 
pf the theaters will serve to 
eliminate traffic congestion and 
a unique ticket selling arrange- 
ment will eliminate any box of- 
fice lines. Thousands of free 

Pparking spaces are available 
Fand even the farthest area is 
WN within a store's throw of the 


| theater. 
+ + + 

With comfort and convenience 
as the watchword, push-back 
seats have been installed on in- 
clined floors. The seats have 
been designed to combine both 
retraction and pushback move- 
ment, 
more room than is normally 
found in conventional seating 
arrangements. This will permit 
[patrons to pass between rows 
without causing anyone to rise, 
and the staggered seating plan 
will give an unobstructed view 
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providing 25 per cent| 


of the screen from any seat in 
the house. Projection and sound 
equipment encompass the latest 
developments in the field of 
electronic research and en- 
gineering. 

The air conditioning system 
has been perfected to change 
thermostatically from cooling to 
heating, as needed. The theater 
is acoustically treated through- 
out. 

A huge wall-to-wall screen 
envelops the entire front of the 
auditorium, providing perfect 
viewing from any seat in the 
theater. 

The Cinema, as in all other 
General Cinema shopping center 
theaters, has an art gallery, 
which wil provide showcases 
for the works of local artists. 
This wil be in charge of the 
Indiana Artist's Association and 
the paintings will be changed 
each month. 

+ + + 

It was interesting to learn 
General Cinema has been a 
pioneer in the development of 
the drive-in theater during the 
'40s and ’50s. Its first shopping 
center theater was placed in 
operation at Farmington, Mass., 
in 1951. 

While chatting with Louis 
Marcks, Division manager from 
Cincinnati, I learned many in- 
teresting things I believe may 
be of interest to you. 


f 
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Both theaters will open at 
1:30 p.m. each day with con- 


tinuous showing and each the- | 
ater will have a different fea- | 
ture. The feature movie will | 
be changed each Wednesday un- 
less there is a demand for a 
hold-over. 


Bargain matinees will be 
shown Monday through Satur- 
day, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. 
This is ideal for our older citi- 
zens who prefer to be out dur- 
inz the daylight hours. 


| The theaters are atrictly 
supervised with Jim Carlisle, 
manager; J. D. Winkles, the 
assistant manager, and ushers 
on duty at all times. A woman 
alone, attending may feel safe 
and at ease. The management | 
will not tolerate any distur- 
bances of any kind. Any one| 
making a nuisance of himself ori 
causing unnecessary loudness! 
will be ejected from the 


theatre. 
+++ 

Both theaters are alike in 
decor and they are really! 
luxurious with large red cur- 
tains covering the front of the 
stage. The walls are of the) 
darkest brown and they accent| 
the beautiful red nylon seats| 
with the backs in ‘white vinyl 
Marcks said they purposely use} 
white on the backs of the seats 
as they have a continous’ 
maintenance program for the} 


utmost cleanliness. Everything] 

is washed and cleaned every | 
day. Brillant red  patterened| 
carpeting is on the floor and 
jin the lobby of theatres. | 


| The projection booth is a far 
¡cry from the old days. Every- 
thing is done to perfection by 
automation. Just the push of a 


dims the lights, turns down the 


button turns up the lights, a li 

tarts th ic, and when th pa A 

ma a mae mama a 
a 


|music and starts the movie. 


Cinema I tand II is certainly 
an asset to Honey Creek Square| 
and our community. All movies} 


¡will be graded so parents ved! 


know what movies are approved! 
for children. Two very fine) 
[movies, “Paint Your Wagon” 
wil be showing in Cinema II 
while Cinema I will be showing 
“The Out Of Towners.” 

We are very happy to wel- 
come Cinema I and II to our! 
community. 
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Two Theaters 
STAR 3/13 /7 
ere At 


Planned 
Shopping Marts 


” Ground was broken Thursday 
for a new 600-seat theater to be 
built at Meadows Shopping Cen- 
ter, and a second groundbreak- 
ing ceremony will be conducted 
next week for a similar theater 
at Plaza North Shopping Cen- 
ter. 

Morris Landsbaum, local real 
estate developer who has 
worked with Cinecom Corp. in 
the plans for tne new struc- 
tures, said the theaters will be 
built adjacent to 'The Krozer 
Co. supermarket at the north 
end of Meadows Shopping Cen- 
ter, and next to the Meis Bros. 
Co., Inc., store ut Plaza North. 

+ + + 

Arthur Arveson, head of op- 
erations for the theater com- 
pany, said the new movie 


houses will be named Meadows | THEATER GROUN 
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D-BREAKING—Participating in ground-breaking ceremonies Thursday for 
a new theater to be located in Meadows Shopping Center were, from left, Frank K. Mills- 
paugh, district manager of Cinecom Theaters; Morris Landsbaum, local real estate devel- 
oper; Arthur Arveson, head of operations for Cinecom; Mayor Leland Larrison; Joseph 
Cloutier, executive of the shopping center, and Lew Taylor, executive vice president of the 


| Terre Haule Chamber of Commerce, (Photo by Kadel) 
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THE TERRE HAUTE STAR, 
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| 
Cinema and Plaza North|dition to more than 100 others |ed onto a pearlescent reflective 
|Cinema. 


Cinecom president Barry Yel- 


len and vice president Jerry 
Swedrow expressed their confi- 
dence in the ability of Terre 
Haute residents to support two 
;more theaters. Cinecom cur- 


[rently operates the Grand and 
|Eastside Theaters here, in ad- 


around the country. 


The addition of the theaters| Xenon 


screen by with 


lamps. 


projectors 
flooder free 


will offer a valuable assist to Sound will be of the latest RCA 


both shopping centers, accord- 
ing to Joseph Cloutier, an ex- 
ecutive of both centers. 


+ + + 

The new theaters will have 
the new Irwin type of seats de- 
signed for patrons, comfort, and 
spaciousness. The walls will be 
acoustically treated with sound 
fold -decorative covering. 

The pictures will be project- 
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equipmenl powered from recti- 
fiers for the. quietest effect 
possible. } 

The lobbies will contain the 
newest ticket dispensing equip- 
ment and a modern concession 
display area for fast service. 
Swedroe said the new theaters 
are just two of many others of 
‘their type to be constructed in 
the Indiana area. 


The new theaters will be 


under the supervision of Frank! 
Millspaugh, who is also super-! 
visor for the Grand and East-| 
side Theaters. i 
L 
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'MANAGÍ SA 5 
“OBSCENE? CHARGE 


Vigo Circuit Court Judge Paul 
iM. Messick issued an arrest 
‘warrant Thursday for the man- 
ager of a local theater who is 
¡charged with “exhibiting an ob- 
scene and indecent motion pic- 
ture.”. 

Judge Messick issued the war- 
rant and set bond at $1,000 
during an afternoon session 
of his court. Judge Messick 
viewed the film involved, “Car- 
ney Girl,” in a court session 
conducted Thursday morning at 
the Indiana Theater. 

Mrs. Dorothy Marie Swiger, 
1601 6th Ave,, faces the charge. 
She is manager of the Village 
Cinema, 1257 Lafayette Ave. 
Mrs. Swiger will be arraigned 
July 16. 

The Rev. John Elford, admin- 
istrator of St. Patrick's parish, 
filed the affidavit against Mrs. 
Swiger, citing “Carney Girl” 
as the specific film. 


Village Cinema makes transition 


from porn to family trade ^-^ 74 


By Karen Murphy SP OCT 


During the 10 years that Village Cinema 
showed X-rated movies, many of its clien- 
tele were “regulars.” Some “regulars” 
came faithfully every week. A few came ev- 
ery night, said Thelma Christian, who 
works at the theater's concession stand 
and takes tickets. 

Mrs. Christian said that since the Village 
Cinema switched in late August from show- 
ing X-rated movies to family movies, a few 
of the “old faces" have returned with their 
families to watch family or PG-rated 
movies. (PG indicates parent's guidance is: 
suggested.) 

During the years that Village Cinema 
showed porno movies or "skin flix,” a 
variety of clientele patronized the place. 

"We've had doctors, lawyers, politicians, 
and even local TV personalities. We've had 
all aspects and social classes as patrons,” 
Mrs. Christian explained. 

Friday and Saturday nights attracted 
many couples. During the week days, most 
patrons were men, several of whom lived in 
the 12 Points neighborhood where the 
theater is located. Only a "fair" percentage 
of the patrons were college students, Mrs. 
Christian added. 

During the Cinema's decade as a porno 
theatre, it showed many famous "skin" 
movies, including "Deep Throat." Admis- 
sion to porno movies was $3.50 per person 
and all customers had to be 18 years or 
older. 


7 1978 

However, the caliber of movies changed 
on Aug. 25 at the Village Cinema because 
the theater was not being “overly sup- 
ported" by the community, explained San- 
dy Ford, office manager of Tudor Amuse- 
ment Corp., which owns Village 
Cinema. "We wanted to open a family 
theater which the entire neighborhood 
would support and patronize," Ms. Ford 
said, adding that the Cinema opened with 
"Star Wars" which attracted crowds 
nightly. 

When asked how the theater can prosper 
by charging $1 per person, Ms. Ford re- 
ported that the theater is "doing fairly well 
and is being supported by the neighbor- 
hood." 

Ms. Ford added, "Time will tell if the idea 
of a family theater will succeed." 

Ms. Ford said that Richard Cosby, of In- 
dianapolis, who's owner of the Cinema and 
Tudor Amusement, experimented with the 
idea of switching an X-rated theater into 
family-oriented one with an Indianapolis 
theater, which he owned. 

After the success of his Indianapolis 
theater. Cosby changed the caliber of 
movies at two other Tudor-owned theaters. 
one in Plainfield and the other in Green- 
field. 

"People can afford to take their family to 
see a movie that costs $1 per person," Ms. 
Ford said. "Few families can afford to see a 
movie at $3 or $3.50 per person. 
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Today we durs SurCeramtnitys itfioved akesoffthe theater and into the 


impending loss of the Village Cinema 
theater — not because it is another 
business being boarded up in Terre 
Haute and certainly not because it 
represents the last place in Terre 
Haute showing X-rated movies. 

No, we mourn the loss because it 
represents yet another reason for 
peopie to stay in their homes. 

Despite adding another boarded-up 
building to Lafayette Avenue and 
adding several more persons on the 
community unemployment rolls, we 
would guess that the people who live in 
the Twelve Points neighborhood also 
shed no tears for the loss of a porn 
palace, 

But the announcement. that the 
theater will close next week is not an 
announcement that wholesomeness 
has won out over sleaze. Indeed, some 
might argue that the opposite is true. 
For the past few years the Village 
Cinema has specialized in low-cost but 


high-class family entertainment, : 


charging just $1 to see movies you 
would take your children or your 
mother to see. But the owners claim 
‚they were not making any money and, 
accordingly, switched in November to 
X-rated sleaze. They apparently ex- 
md to get filthy rich on skin flicks, 

t that also hasn’t panned out. Now 
the theater is scheduled to close next 
week. 

Is there something wrong with the 
Twelve Points neighborhood that it 
can't or won't Sonar a moviehouse, no 
matter the fare? Does this mean there 
is no market for skin flicks in Terre 
Haute? 

. The answer to both is no. Rather, it's 
‘just that the movie market — for 
family fare and for skin flicks — has 
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home. The Village Cinema is but the 
latest moviehouse to close in Terre 
Haute and in a nation that is increas- 
ingly going to home-video cassettes and 
cable television for its movies, family 
and skin. 

This national trend away from movie 
theaters is as distressing to sociologists 
as it is to neighborhood business 
districts, but it. is happening 
everywhere, not just in Twelve Points. 
Sociologists are particularly concerned 
because of what they see as the 
isolation of America. 

There is much to be said of this 
sociological concern. People who now 
sit home by themselves instead of going 
out and rubbing elbows and sharing 
concerns with their neighbors and 
their communities are causing a 
breakdown — or maybe it's just a 
change — in the American social 
fabric. We see it with- movies, with 
televised sporting. events, with 
televised religious services, with drive- 
through dinner, with mail-order shop- 
ping, with work-at-home computer 
links, and so-on and so forth. 

For better or worse, we are doing 
more and more at home, with the 
family. But for worse, for sure, we are 
growing increasingly isolated from our 
neighbors and our communities — a 
fact about which we must be aware and 
make special effort to overcome. Unless 
we are together, unless we join hands, 
we will not realize community growth 
and improvement. 

We mourn, then, not for the loss of 
the Village Cinema, but instead for the 
loss of the community camaraderie and 
the neighbor-helping-neighbor spirit 
that built and is needed to rebuild this 
great community. t 
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Village Cinema c 
but hopes to reop 


Village Cinema, 1257 Lafayette 
Ave., will close its doors in two 
weeks, but the owners are hoping 
to reopen in the spring. 

“We're just going to have to close 
it down during the winter,” Sandy 
Ford, office manager for the In- 
dianapolis-based Tudor Amuse- 
ment Corp., said Monday, citing 
economic reasons for the closing. 

She said winter is traditionally 
slow for the theater business, but 
p the biggest blame on high 

eating bills during the winter 
months. 
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"Terre Haute Gas is the biggest 
problem," she said. “If so much of 
our box office [receipts] didn't have 
to go to Terre Haute Gas, we 
wouldn't be closing." 

Ford declined to name specific 
rH saying, "Let's just say it's 

1 

Until the end of November, the 
northside theater showed second- 
run movies. On Nov. 30, owners 
began running X-rated movies in 
an attempt to generate enough 
income to keep the doors open. But 
the switchover to adult films didn't 
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losing doors |. ' 


enin spring 


raise enough funds, Ford said. , 

“If we don't sell it — and that's 
definitely not in the plans — we 
hope to see it open in the spring," 
she said. à 

"Right now, we're not looking 
ahead that far. We're just going to 
be closing. I hope by spring, 
everything's just 100 percent bet 
ter.” 

Two persons already have bedh 
laid off, leaving four employees to 
continue working until the end of 
the month. 
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